
Dear f r iends, 
 

I came to ESSA as principal at the beginning of the year 

2009ñin the midst of confusion, disappointment, frustra-

tion and broken relationships among staff and students, 

as well between ESSA community and the  entire Christian 

Churches in Pietermaritzburg. Several other challenges 

were confronting the institution which include: financial, 

staffing, low student enrolment and inadequate number of 

Council members. Indeed the credibility and integrity of 

the institution and its leadership were considered to be at 

a low level.  

As a new person in the midst of all these challenges,          

I realized my human inadequacy to face the task that the 

Almighty God has entrusted to me. I therefore prayed for 

Godõs wisdom and leadership as I assumed the   responsi-

bility of leading the teaching and non teaching staff,      

students and people of different factions, ideology and 

philosophy towards Godõs ideal of the citizens of Godõs 

kingdom. The title of ESSAõs quarterly newsletter: òSteps of 

Faithó reminds me of ways we have reordered our steps 

purely on faith. During this one year, many steps of faith 

were prayerful taken which God used for the  survival and 

the on-going of the institution, while many human beings 

who saw the serious challenges never through the institu-

tion would survive beyond March 2009. We are now in 

October and through the grace of GOD the institution is 

still surviving. To GOD be the glory and honor!  
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The following steps of faith were taken:  

¶ Attempt at restoration of broken relationships 

¶ Steps of faith in retaining all staff even though the doors most sources of financial        

assistance to the institution have been locked. GOD in his mercy supplies the need.  

¶ Steps of faith in encouraging and inspiring staff, students and Council that GOD would          

make provision for all the need of ESSA. Such supply has been in  proportion to GODõs      

inexhaustible resources, and not out of them.  

¶ Steps of faith in refusing to close down the institution when it appeared that there was no 

hope to get fund to pay staff salaries and for operational costs. Suddenly the Lord sup-

plied.  It is good to trust GOD! 

¶ Steps of faith in praying for and in supporting all efforts towards mediation and              

consolation between all the past and present stakeholders of the institution. 
 

Let me end this brief on the goodness of GOD to us at ESSA with a poem from Annie J. Flint: 

Has the year brought sadness?   Joy is yet in store. 
Has it given gladness?   Next year giveth more. 
Let your Father measure all your pain and care, 

Let Him weigh the burden That your heart must bear, 
Sending light or shadow As He deemeth best, 
For in His sure wisdom You can safely rest. 

Peace for all the morrows, Strength for all the days, 
 These shall be your portion (ESSA) Through the New Year's ways.  

  In the peace of Christ: 

  Dr. Joseph Ilori, ESSA principal 

He that believeth 

shall walk serene, 

With ordered     

steppings and      

leisured mien,                   

He dwells in the 

midst of          

eternities, 

And the timeless 

ages of God are 

his. 

Annie Johnson Flint 
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Happy 30 th                 

anniversary ESSA !   
2010 marks thirty years 

since the founding of ESSA.  

Praise God for the long line 

of faithful servants who 

have taught, managed, and 

supported this seminary, 

and for the many disciples 

trained and sent out to 

serve God around the world. 
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This year three Burundians, 

Thierry, Vincent, and Jean, 

joined the ESSA first year  

students.  The students were 

all chosen by their Pentecos-

tal denomination to receive 

training and return to Burundi 

as Bible College lecturers 

there.  The denomination had 

been working for over six 

years to raise just one year of 

tuition and housing costs for 

them.  All three men left    

behind wives, and Jean also 

l e a v e s  b e h i n d  f o u r             

children.  As fluent speakers 

of French, Kirundi, and     

Swahili, they are now working 

to improve their English 

skills.  They each have worked 

as teachers previously and 

plan to return to three       

separate Bible Colleges in         

Burundi. Jean will train      

semiliterate pastors, a need 

for a country where the aver-

age person only achieves a 

grade seven education.  They 

also hope to be involved in 

their churchõs mission work, 

which includes sending     

Burundians as   missionaries 

to  partner with Burundian war 

refugees who fled to areas of 

Malawi, Uganda, Zambia, and 

Mozambique. We pray for 

scholarship money to assist 

them. òWe have been received 

at ESSA with love and encour-

agement, and we trust in God 

that he continues to open 

doors,ó Vincent says.  We are 

blessed to have them among 

the ESSA community. 

JO I N  I N  PR AY E R F O R ESSAõS ST U D E N T S 

Whatõs next for this gradu-

ate?: Ross Ducasse   

Ross Ducasse of Pietermaritz-

burg completed his Bth     

degree at ESSA in 2008.  Now 

he is planning to return for the    

Honours certificate in 2010.     

Ross was one of several   

students who found part time 

studies convenient to receive 

training while working.  He 

says completing the degree 

over four years part time was 

challenging but offered the 

huge benefit of applying   

lessons immediately.  Ross 

works full time for Scripture 

Union Independent Schools 

(SUIS), where he is involved in 

missions, discipleship, camps 

and equipping Student Chris-

tian leaders.  About the     

Honours program, he says,    

òI have always enjoyed ESSAõs 

mandate and vision for its 

students. ESSA is interested 

not only in academic         

excellence but a personal 

walk with Jesus, a head, 

hands and heart ministry. My 

theological studies benefited 

me extremely.ó His lists his 

future hopes as to òhelp in 

shaping a generation of dedi-

cated Christians that will help 

shape a nation awakened to 

the love, reality and glory that 

is Jesus,ó and also to òknow 

Jesus in a real and intimate 

way each day and continue to 

grow into a spirit filled servant 

of the Lord.ó 

Front row:  Lindiwe Shongwe, Carol Mncube, Yolanda Emedi, Tania Emedi, Virginie Balongelwa, Ernest Nkunzimana  

Sec. row: Sizwe Sikhakhane, Mbusi Cele, Bento Mutilima, Christopher Namukaso, Vincent Ngubane, Sibusiso Ngomane 

Third row:  Mlungisi Hadebe, Moses Simelane, Robert Dlamini, James Chisa, Sekopane Mosetle, Egiene Katchunga 

Missing: Barnabas Mabaso, Maisha Mongali, Mackie Carpenter, Ryan Iyavoo, Innocent Ximba,  

 

We wish them well as they complete classes for graduation and prepare                          
for future ministry or studies ! 

O U R  T H I R D  Y E A R  C L A S S 2 0 0 9 

First Year Student Profile: Three Burundians 

ECAP broadens        
outreach  

ES S A C hr i s t i a n  A I D S         
Program, ECAP, develops   
community members in life 
skills  to    address the HIV and 
AIDS   issues and set up      
projects in their own communi-
ties. To date ECAP has       
developed more than 90     
communities in KWAZULU-
Natal. The South African      
National Department of Health 
was so impressed with the work 
of ECAP and its programme 
that it has requested ECAP to 
implement its programme in 
two neighboring Provinces, 
namely the Eastern Cape and 
the Orange Free State. Please 
pray that the gracious Lord will    
resource ECAP to undertake 
this mammoth task. See  bank-

ing details at www.essa.ac.za,                  
under projects. 


